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Working for Truly Green Jobs—
SVTC’s Green Jobs Platform

.|'-_-.- farren el

“areen ]u'lﬂ."' has become a ]'rr:||1|,|.|.|r ez
phirase around the country and, in facr,
arounsd the world. With the broadening
consensns that the Earth 1g in serons dan
ger, more and more people are jJumping on
the “green jobs™ bandwagon—Dbur arc all

those jobs really green?

Unformmately, many claims amount o
what some have called *greemwashing;™
mislcading  claims that confuse workers
and the public and give a flse sense that

the envari ik 1% '|'u:i|15 pn:1|!1.'-\.'|:q:n|.

The rapidly expanding solar industry is an
imporrant example. Solar energy has enor-
manes ]1m;.;|1ri.1] By Improwe 1.'|:|'|'i:r|::||1|11n;|1r.|.|
qualitv. However, rescarch conducred
through SVTC's Just and Sustainable
solar Energy Campaign makes it clear that
many of the materials used in the solar
il'l'illl."hl!':lu' |'|l::|M.' HUTELELLS |'|.'|..':.'|.n.[5-. Tk “1l‘:l'k.i.'l'l'|-

and the envircenment.

While rthe solar green jobs  discussion
I.:-I‘-EL'II -1'i||.|.I.'\L"|-hL'\ 1II!|:| .‘\.IZJL'II |'|JII.I.'| i.ll"h-‘l.ll].l.
tien, we meed to ensure greem jobs
throughout the global lifecycle of solar

|'un|.'|\.. |||.|.'|:n|i|'|g raw  materials |||i|'|1||.|::,

|:-n|h;j|||;l; ||1.11||||I!'.14,1|,|11nb-_, and end-of-hife
recyeling,

T .,'I.1|'|F!.' thix c-||||1|1|{"|: issue, SVTC ereated
the Green Jobs Platform for Solar (G]PS), a
set of principles for the solar industry, The
GIPS addresses worker health and  safety
and also incorporates emvironmental jus
tice=—the solar industry must treat workers
fairly.

The I contains ten principles, including
slequate wages, 1 worker's right o Enow
when heshe is handling hazardous chemi-
cals, and a company’s responsibiliies o the
communities where it operates and sells its
products. Truly green jobs also offer health
and other benclits, job satisfaction, acoess
fior entry-level workers, and oppostunities
fior carcer advancement.

Tou can find out more aboutr SYTCs
Carcen Jods Pladoom for Solae om oner welsaie,
WIWW.SVIC.org,/ sive/ greenjobs_plarform.

More than wwo dozen organizations have
already signed up in support of the pring-
ples, I vour organization is interested in
please  congact  us Ak
!".-ul.:rl'.i'rrl.'u||:-|h?|'l!5\1.'!-.'.m'l.-.

signing o,

Green Jobs Platform for Solar

Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition
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The Silicon Walbey Toxics Coallion
(EWTC) B o diverse arganization chat
promotes  haman  health and
epvironmenta justice in the high-rech
mdnsry rhroagh research, advooaoy,
and grassroons organing,

EVTC was formed (o 1982 o addres
the serious environmental and public
health impacts  of  highstech
manufecruring in Silicon Vally We
were nstrummentsd inrhe enscmeent af
landmark enviranmental laws
throughour the region. As the ndasory
b grown and expanded  globally,
VT has  worked  reglorally,
maticnally, and  incermariooally  for
sastainabdiny in the high-rech indusary.

Orar  goals  include  envirenmental
sastainabdiny and desn producicn in
the high-rech industry and improved
health end demsocraric decsbon-making
for communities and workers mos
affecred by the high=tech revodarion.
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The solar energy industry has great potential o feduce
Fossil el wse, but ic's increasingly clear ehat selar ¢ner-
gy presents significant environmental risks of its own

SVTCs recent erip to Germany (see the armacle by Buren
Ornelas i this ssue) spotlighted the need for strong
U5, policies to regulate the growing solar energy indus-
try, Germany leads the ELUL and ehe world in solar
investment, and the fcilities we visited were impressive,
They are also making progress in addressing health and
safery issues, and are starcing the workd's first solar recy-
cling programs,

WU LANF T oAl

Environmental regulation in the E.U is far ahead of the U5, and although these
policies aren't perfect, they provide a forward-thinking model, The EU. regulanes
the eclectronics industry with s Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment
[WEEE) and Restrction of Hazardows Substances (RoHS) directives, and it is

moving toward similar policies for selar,

SVTCs January 2009 solar whie paper put us at the toretront of this issue in the
LS., and over the nest several vears, we hope to provide leadership in moving
toward effective solar indusery policies, Our positive interaction with the German
solar companics we visited bhas given us hope thae they might be interested in
adddressing VTS health and environmental concems - we are optimistic that,
working together, we can ensure a safe and susminable future for solar,

Shor OLL

Sieila Dawdy
Exernsive Divector

SVTC sincerely thanks the foundations that have
supported our work over the past year

{SEFTEMBER 2000—5EPTEMBER 2008 )

A Yo 50w

The Cahiforna Wellness Foundaton

Travid 1. Elein Ir, Foumdasbon
Marisla Foundaton
Comumrmyeal The Nicholas B Otaway Foundation

Richard & Rhoda Goldiman Fund

Victor & Lorrame Honig Fund of the
Common Counsel Foundation

The Kendeda Fund

The Owerbrook Foundation
Silicen Valley Community Foundation

Baoberr & Patricia Switzer Foundation
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SVTC’s Just and Sustainable Solar Campaign

i fanren COraslag

EVTTC s Just and Sustainable Solar l'.':.j|'|'||,:q.|i5||. takes on

three key components of the solar industry;

\
* Take-bock and responsible Fecycling
* Gl L

= O | ]

and eventual slimnation of toxic mote-

These campaign clements all e inte the founding of
SVTC and the wsic legacy left by the microclectronics
industry, The clecrronics industry has lefi a dark imprine
on many people and communivies around the world.

MrRrRCH 2z008:

THE WASHINGTON POST RERORTS
OH THE REGULAR DUMPING OF SILLCON

i';-"._J'{ th\- l.'_t:lull -l'l- (4] I:I.I.'|k|.' kg tlt-ll il 'H.I:I'IZIIJE hl'l.l.-i‘l\.!'-"a' :i'\ [HEN S

cast by the sodar industry,

We want w ensure thar solar companies selling panels in
the US. take them back when l||.-|.':|.' Are 10 Jl::ll'll.'.'ll.'r useiul
and provide sabe recveling (and reuse of materials when
ever possible ), They should mot ship solar waste overscas
orf 1o U5, prisons, as is done curremtly with much U5, ¢-
waste, Sodar has the potential to creare high quality man-
||l’.'|a.‘|!||r':|11|:-. amcd r|:|."|.'|.'|i:|'|5 jobs im the U5, and we want to
see that happen!

TETRACHLORIDE (A CORROSIVE AND TOXIC

BY-PRODUCT OF POLYSILICON

MAMUFRACTURING) OM FARMLAND IN CHINA,
OKE OF THE FARMERS INTERYIEWED IN THE

REFORT DESCRIBED THE DETRIMENTAL

EFFECTS THE DUMPING IS HAYING OH THE

FRRHLANMD: ""CROPS CANMOT GROW OH
THIS; AKD IT IS HOT SUITABLE FOR
PEOPLE TO LIVE NEARBY,"'

JULy 2009

NPssoapin AETICLES RIBOAT
THAT EVERGREEM SOLAR, LOCATED IM
MASSACHUSITTS, 15 MOT FAR FROM
BEING OME OF THE STATE'S TOP
PROCUCERS OF HATARDOUS WASTE. NITRIC
ACID AMD SULFURIC ACTD, NOTH MIGHLY
CORROSIVE, ARE JUST TWO OF THE
SEVERAL HATARDOUS WASTE
MATERTALS PRODUCED BY
EvinanEis SOLAR.

From Silicon Valley To Solar Valley— A First-
Hand Look at the German Solar Industry

b danren Oruelas

arly this fall, 3VTC representatives (staff Sheila

Davis, Dustin Mulvaney, and 1, as well as board

member Perlita Dieochea) traveled to Geormany™s
“Solar Valley™ for a first-hand Iook at some of the largest
solar companies in the world, We were especially interested
in seeing solar recveling. Only three manufacturers in the
world recvele solar panels, and two of these are in
Licrmany.

We observed production of both silicon-based and cad
miuvm telluride solar panels, and also saw recveling
operations for these panels, We had an opportunity to
discuss SVTC's solar campaign objectives with compa

ny representatives, and most were alecady familiar with
our recent sclar white paper.

We toeok a shorr trp o Brussels o meet with the European
Ihotovoliic Industry Associaton | EPTA) and PV Cyele (a
European voluntary industey take back and recyveling plan).
W also mer with XG0S in both Germany and Belgium 1o
hear their assessments of the effectiveness of recent E.U.
enwvirommental direcrives.

Owerall, the wip ecally opened our eves o the differences
berween the production and recvcling of the differemt solar
pamels. We will need a selution for all tvpes.

SILicoN Wawey Toxics COALITION | wess SvTc. oRdG
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What is Green?

SYVTC's zo00% ANNUAL BENEFIT

try Cooraaiara Dhivem

e Kilicon
";,';||'||_-:.- Taxics
Caalition
CRVTC) would like to
thank  our  goests,
sponsors, and  sup-
POreers Fen |'|'|::'|'ki|'|g
T||i:-\. ¥ Al e Al

Fu |'|-.jr‘:;'|i.~\.1|'|5 Benetit a

great sucoess!

Held at the Mexican
Heritage Plaza in San
José on Otoher 24
the event celebrated
Vs 27ceh
wWorking b0 protect

vear

wirkers,  Comimini-
Peter Drekmeier, Mayor af Pale
Alto, served os our Master of

Caramanies

Ti-!;:q._ :|.|'|{| I:|||.' |.'|'|'-.'i|'-:||'|-
ment, Onar moster of
ceremonies was Perer
Drekmeicr, PMalo Alto maver and long time environmen-
talist

Ehetla Davis, SVTCS Executive Director, et L ]'||:-'\-.'.'|,'|1:|||
presentation about SVTC s past, present, and future cam-
paigns, highlighting our
Tt angd Spacainable Solar
":III.'I‘I.{:L' f:mn;miﬂ._:n and the
Green JTobhs DPhacborin Fo
Solar

Fach wvear, VT honors
imdividuals the
H:|-:||.'-|.' wha i 1 |'|'|.'||_||.' |

around

coneribution

envirammental sustaimhili-

apecial
k

tv, This wear, we were hon-
ared o present awards to
fopr individuals and one
I:'I&.'\,l\,,'lll\,,:-' whio |'|:|.l.'q; {'\.I.'I'I'II,"." i-
fied cutstanding leadership

andd courage

Parener
Awﬂr\d Favi -:||.|I:\I::'||'||_|i|'ul.¢
||.','||,||,'|\.|'|i|'| and service o

F_.|:11'|'|1'|'||.|.r||1':.'

the community in suap-

]'ll:-ll: ok A e hl.lhh'lil'l:l.l'l]l.‘ F|1|:|1r'|."
L H:rl'-:ul Sher

Helen Clark Award for courage and dedication in the
seruggle for occopational and environmensal health:
® Mike Wilson

Debbic Cole Memorial Award for outstanding and
CORFIE A |,'|:1|'|'||'|'||,||'|i|::.' REPVICEe:
#= Frica Fernandez

Ted Fuur Award tor ||1|I::».I::|.|'|-.ji|'|g visluireer ethorts:
& |'Zh|'|q|‘:|.|'|:.-::|. "\".'ll'l.r '|':m_'1||_|{'r'||
= "['he Hobfman Agengy

Guests walked away with some great silent aucton tems
including a Citv Carshare membership, Funky Bling jewel-
ry. amd wine |:::'|.'-I:i|'|g tours ar several local wineries, Live
|'|'||.|.~\.i{ |'|:.' -[.-'l!."ll.*.-'.l.'."l'."."l' I::'ul.l."..-u.rm wrEr Folbow -!;|_| I:|'||.' .'|'.1.':|.|'d\.
cergmony, and everyvone was able to kick up their heels and

de some dancing!

Yivn Can vaEw  Imiore pl'u:-l:n-.'- and find oue more abouoe
EVTC s 200 Annual  Benehit

W SV O E.'\.

am  oear L'l.'l\,,'l,'\l\."itl.' Ak

Music, perfermed by Unintended Consequences, wos enjoyed by all. (Brad Selignon ond
Kathl=en Antonio pictured).

291wl ek
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Thank You!

|.-"... "-\.H‘H.
SVTC RECOGNIZES THE SPONSORS OF SYTC RECOGNIZES THE
OUR 2007 BENEFIT . DONORS TO OUR 2009
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! BEMEFIT. THANK YOU FOR
Visionaries YOUR SUPPORT!
Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition Board
: Alma Bosa Winery and Vinevands
Activists American Conservatory Theatre
Fred Gellerr Family Foundation Ballerto Vinevards
Evingron Vineyard
hdmcatu Caté Barrone
E Y""{;”w . e City CarShare
v ab San Jose Environmeneal Services Department Chib Onc Fimess
Leaders Ian Piraro
Consumer Attorneys Public Interest Foundation Food E_:mP"""“:"“'-‘-m Project
ECS Refining Frey ‘n.ﬁm.fynrds
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 332 Funky Bling Jewelry
Party Helpers Gordon Biersch Brewery
Plumbers, Steamfitrers & Refrigeration Fitrers UA Local 393 Green Mountain Colfee
Happy Go Lucky
Stewards Qregon Shakespeare Festival
Chad Raphacel and Berty Achinstein Peet’s Cotffee and Tea
Cindy and Wayne Davison Peninsula Symphony
Cindy Fussell Photography by Delgado
City Carshare Sam Francisco Giants
Food Empowerment Project San Jose Repervory Theater
Genny Chapman San Jose Sharks
Kenneth and Janer Grav Ha Savannah Chanelle Vinevards
SEIU Local 521 Social and Sun Flour Baking Company /SK Publishing
Stare Senavor Toe Simitia TheaereVWorks
Trader Joe's

Winchester Mystery House

Your Support Maokes SVTC’s Success Possible

Throwghout 3VTC s 27 vears of environmental aceivisim,

our wiork has relied on the commitment and generosity

of people like vou. Together we have worked to ensure 2

safe, sustainable, amd just future for the global high-tech
imdustry, and we are now applyving that experience wo
rapddly growing solar energy amd clean tech secrors.

Thank vou for belping oo make owr shared vision a real
ty, and we look forward oo vour contmued parmership.

With vour help, we will be able to promaote environmen-
tal sustaimability, clean production, and safe working con-
ditions for generations to comse!

Yo can make a secune, rax-deductible contribution to
SVTC wsing the endosed envelope. Or if vou prefer, vou

can donate online at wwwsvte.ore.

SILICOM VALLEY TOXICE COALITION | Ws W, swTo. ond




SILICON VaLLEY ToxIcs COALITION NEWSLETTER FaLL 2009

Mo Profic Ong

SVTC
- AT

d Lan Jose, CA
Iermut #4908

780 W, First Street
Suite 200
Soin Joge, CA #5112

And the Winner Is...!

SYTC Viopeo CONTEST FIGHTS E-WRSTE
ter Manica Ceralries

video  Conrest, I"|.|'|'r:||::l:|.-|.1|'|lg fosr R-L'.-.pul'mil:lll: Umhnﬂwmm
Feovcling.” YWe imated people to create 20-secoamd
{or less) wideos about the environmental and health
impacts of ¢-waste. Contest judges included representatives
from Trechugger.com and Free Range Graphics, a5 well as
t|'|.-|.: rn.;ll-u;r ::f-S\-'l'{'."x 4.|n|:|,:||111.:nt.1r!.' l'.:'il'i:.lzl;nx at R.ixk.., A rep-

S\T{‘. chose Earth Doy 2008 1o launch our very first Silicon Vabey Toxics Coalition's 2002 Viral Video Contest

On July 22nd we were excited v announce Michael Herp
from Texas as our first place winner. His imaginative video
has been viewed maore than 450 tmes, and continues to get
e views every day, We also showed this wonderful out-
reach video at our annual benefit in October 2000, The
winning video, as well as the excellent runner-up entries,
can be viewed at wwwosvie ong Avideocontest 2008,

resentative of the Santa Clara County  Departmient of
Emnvironmental Health, a profssor from Santa Clara
University, and our very own SVTC siafl,

The entrme were terrbe! 'J]II.':.' included both amimaton
and live action pieces, and ranged from light-hearted
dramanzations o carnest calls to action.



